
We Support Protecting Marylanders from Doctor-Prescribed Suicide!

For over 15 years, Maryland has mindfully sought to protect patients from the dangers of doctor-prescribed suicide.  While some may argue that doctor-prescribed suicide is a merciful treatment for people at the end of 
life, data from its application in the United States show a very different picture. Recent data from Oregon, where assisted suicide has been legal for longer than any other state in the United States, has less than 1% of 
patients requesting doctor-prescribed suicide evaluated for treatable mental health conditions, such as depression.  In fact, patients with diagnosed depression have been given fatal concoctions to end their lives- 
confirming the worst fears of a depressed patient and anything but true dignity. 

Additionally doctor shopping has become a common practice, allowing doctors with little to no knowledge of the patient write deadly prescriptions. Problems such as loose definitions on how to determine a terminal 
illness, conflicts of interest, no witness required at the time of ingestion and death, time between prescription and taking the concoction extending to as much as 3 years, and the potential for untold pressure by family, 

physicians, or others, clearly make doctor-prescribed suicide a dangerous proposal for Marylanders. 

Worst of all, Oregon shows that ALL Marylanders would be affected by legal doctor-prescribed suicide whether terminally ill or not.  Barbara Wagner and Randy Stroup were each notified by the Oregon Health Plan that the wanted 
treatment they needed to survive would not be covered, yet the same letter offered them doctor-prescribed suicide.  The mere legality of doctor-prescribed suicide threatens true choice in healthcare, particularly during tight state and 
insurance company budgets. 
We call on Maryland public officials to join concerned citizens, the hospice community, persons with disabilities, and leading medical organizations such as the American Medical Association to protect 
Marylanders from the dangers of legalizing death as medical care! 
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Please return this to Maryland Right to Life, 420 Chinquapin Round Rd. Suite 2-I, Annapolis, MD 21401 for potential copying and delivery to the Maryland legislators and other appropriate state 
officials.  With your information, Maryland Right to Life can keep you updated on this issue and others facing the pro-life movement.


